SUSTAINABLE PARTICIPATION GOALS

Guide to the European elections for new voters
QUESTIONS & ANSWERS: Portugal

5. DE CE ESTE IMPORTANT VOTUL DUMNEAVOASTRA?

Ai dreptul sa iei parte la deciziile care sunt cu privire la viitorul tau. Votul tau este vocea ta si
va influenta politicile care Tti afecteaza oportunitatile viitoare - in educatie, pe piata muncii si
pentru mediu Tnconjurator.

A alege sa nu votezi este, de asemenea, un act politic — este ca si cum ai spune vecinului tau
,Nu-mi pasa de viitorul meu. Poti alege tu pentru mine”. Daca un numar mare de oameni vor
alege, la fel ca tine, sa nu voteze, singurii care vor lua decizii cu privire la viitorul tau sunt cei
care nu te cunosc deloc, cei carora nu le pasa de nevoile tale concrete. De ce sa ii lasi pe ei
sa decida in locul tau?

In cele din urmé, pe cine vei vota, acestia te vor reprezenta. Ai dreptul sa te asiguri ca cei pe
care ii alegi fac tot ce le sta in putintd pentru a indeplini promisiunile si angajamentele pe care
le-au luat in timpul campaniei.

Asta inseamna sa fii un cetatean activ!

5. WHY IS YOUR VOTE IMPORTANT?

You have the right to be part of the decisions that are being made about the future you will live
in. Your vote is your voice, and it will influence policies that affect your future opportunities - in
education, in the job market, and for the environment.

Choosing not to vote is also a political act — it is like telling your neighbour “I don’t care about
my future. You can choose for me”. If enough people like you choose not to vote, the only
people who will make decisions about your future are those who do not know you at all, to
those who don’t care what you need. Why let them decide?

Finally, if you vote, they represent you. Now you have the right to follow up and make sure
they do their best to fulfil the promises and commitments they made during the campaign.

That is what it means to be an active citizen.
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